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APRIL MEETING TALK: DENIS CRAWFORD, 
AUTHOR: BACKYARD INSECTS. 


Denis Crawford, author of Backyard Insects explained that an interest in insects led to 
working with the Department of Agriculture during the 1980s on entomological research 
but after five years of investigating the one caterpillar he saw much more interest in photo- 
graphing insects. As a consequence he returned to study at the Royal Melbourne Institute 
of Technology, being one of two institutions in the world that enabled him to study in his 
area of interest. As a final year project he photographed insects and this led to the publica- 
tion of a book titled Backyard Insects jointly with a former colleague, Paul Horne. The 
book is now in its second edition. 


Macro photography work led to interesting engagements including photographing marine 
fossils in Antarctica, butterflies for a CSIRO publication and travelling to Iguacu falls in 
Brazil. Photographing insects in some natural environments has its hazards. As wearing 
repellent is counter productive, arms can be covered in biting flies while waiting to get a 
photograph. Amongst other work Denis currently writes for Gardening Australia. 


Denis described many reasons to be involved with the study and photography of insects. 
He pointed out that they are numerous and everywhere, so are easy to find. It 1s estimated 
there are 85,000 species in Australia and 2 million species world wide. As Denis says in 
his book, this compares with about 250 mammals and 750 bird species for Australia. In- 
sects are important to the planet as pollinators, as biological controls, food for other crea- 
tures and for dung, carcass and dead plant material removal. Without insects, 50% to 80% 
of flowering plants would disappear and we would be knee deep in dung and dead materi- 
al. A United States of America study gave their value to the US as $57 billion annually. 
The proportion that are pests are in the minority (0.1%). Every continent has insects in- 
cluding Antarctica where the Antarctic midge (Belgica) can be found. 


Denis’s photographs showed insects in fascinating detail. Many of the photographs shown 
were highly magnified close ups of parts of insects, providing easy viewing of sections 
such as heads or mouth parts. Some of these were taken outside, particularly if insects 
were eating or mating in which case it can be possible to get close without disturbing 
them. However, many photographs are taken in a studio, not only to be more comfortable 
but to facilitate control of the lighting and other aspects of the environment in which pho- 
tographs are taken. In some cases insects could be cooled in the fridge to slow them 
down. Denis gave the hint that when photographing it was often better to predict what an 
insect would do, set up the camera and wait for the insect to oblige rather than trying to 
follow it. 


Many of the photographs shown were of insects found on his property purchased after the 
January 2006 Grampians fires. The first colonisers were found to be ants of which there 
are about 3,000 species in Australia. Meat ant (Iridomyrmex purpureus) photos were 


shown. These do not only eat meat but also nectar and honey dew. Other brilliantly de- 
tailed photos included termites, a Flower wasp (Hymenoptera tiphiidae) which looks a bit 
like a European wasp, cicadas with Denis noting that last year Halls Gap had many but 
this year few, a moth (Abantiades magnificas) which spent most of its life underground 
and one (Moerarchis australasiella) which is only found around dead grass trees. There 
was an interesting story about a Carab (stink) beetle (Calosoma schayeri) which Denis 
found in Kmart. He had to get out quickly as the odour was drawing attention. Amongst 
many others, one of the last pretty photos was a 40mm long jewel beetle which seemed to 
be different colours depending on the angle of the light. The last slide was a quote attribut- 
ed to David Attenborough which went along the lines of ‘If all the invertebrates disap- 
peared the rest of the world would get along ok, but if there were no invertebrates we 
would be in big trouble’. 


At the end of his talk Denis offered five copies of his book for sale at a reduced rate and 
these were eagerly snapped up. Thank you Denis for an educational, enjoyable and visu- 
ally inspiring presentation. 


Peter Dalman 


RABBITSCAN 


') RabbitScan is a project of community participation to alert 
» | Australia to the distribution and density of rabbits, to where 
rabbits are and how many we have. RabbitScan will give an 
evidence base and a map of the current and potential rabbit 
threat. 


Rabbits cause damage to the environment because of their: 


e grazing (eating) of vegetation, both agricultural and native 
grasses, shrubs and trees 


/) e habit of burrowing and making warrens (underground 
homes) which cause soil erosion and damage soil structure 


“<e%) e impacts on drought affected land — eating out vegetation that 
= might otherwise help keep moisture in soils, and disturbing 
eround cover which leads to erosion by wind and water 


e competing with and adding to the grazing pressure of all other animals (native and 
agricultural stock) 


e eating out or otherwise disturbing the habitat (1.e. mainly plant shelter) of native 
animals 


e enticing the predators of rabbits (e.g. feral cats and foxes) to follow the spread of 
rabbits across Australia 


The RabbitScan Team invites everyone to help reach a national RabbitScan goal of 5,000 
Survey sites during the month of MAY. 


To find more information and to join in the challenge, log on to www.rabbitscan.net.au 


BALLARAT E-WASTE RECYCLING DIRECTORY 2009; 
KEEPING E-WASTE OUT OF LANDFILL 


_ Description / — Receivedat at 
Batteries, Dry — pee kind & quantity Pa St Transfer station 
Detox Shed NO CHARGE 
Batteries, Lead Transfer stations: Gillies St 
acid Detox shed NO CHARGE 
Learmonth St (also gas bottles) 
NO CHARGE 
Computers, Domestic Officeworks, Creswick Rd 
monitors, printers quantities, boxed if | “Byteback” program NO 
etc possible CHARGE 
Larger quantities 
ring manager 5320 
1400 
Fluorescent Tubes, | Any Quantity Gillies St Transfer station 
lamps Detox Shed NO CHARGE 
Mobile phones Mobile phones and | Harvey Norman All “Mobile 


accessories Muster” sites NO CHARGE 
Town Hall 


Australia Post Offices Harvey 
Norman NO CHARGE 
Officeworks cartridge 
Suppliers 


Printer Cartridges 
and Toner 
Cartridges 


White goods Washing machines, | Metal bin at ACE metals 
refrigerators, ovens | Coronet St Wendouree NO 
etc CHARGE 


Transfer stations Gillies St 
Fee applies 


Television sets 


Learmonth st Fee applies 


Author: Mike Caldwell, Coordinator Clean Up Australia, 
Ballarat (Updated 5 April 2009) 


You are invited to discuss the formation of a 


Victorian Volcanic Plain Biosphere 
With Rob Gell, Chair, Mornington Peninsula and Westernport 
Biosphere Foundation Limited. 
Friday May 22 at 7.45pm 
Ballarat Horticultural Centre 
RSVP by May 15 to Stuart McCallum VVP Biosphere Hon Sec 
Website: http://corangamite.landcarevic.net.au/vvp-biosphere/projects 


oS) 


PORT FAIRY SEANA CAMP 


The South East Australia Naturalists Association camp at Port Fairy from Friday 20 to 
Monday 23 March 2009 was conducted by the Warrnambool Field Naturalists’ Club. 
Eleven of the between 100 and 130 people who attended were from our club. The seven 
arranged excursions for Saturday and Sunday were to Lake Condah; Mt Eccles; Pallisters 
Reserve, a Trust for Nature reserve for which we were warned to beware of snakes, leeches 
and falling branches; the Crags, Yambuk Lake and Deen Maar; a boat trip to Lady Julia 
Percy Island also known as Deen Maar; Tower Hill; and Killarney Beach, Mepunga Cliffs, 
Hopkins Falls and Framlingham. Most of these were whole day activities so only two 
could be chosen. 


To start the camp an evening talk and slide presentation on Plants of Warrnambool was 
given by Shirley Duffield while some people did an alternative activity and went to 
Griffiths Island to see the mutton bird colony arrive at sunset. 


Saturday was a pleasant, sunny day which became fairly hot in the afternoon. The Lake 
Condah trip went initially to Tyrendarra which 1s accessible to the public. Here there was a 
short walk through aboriginal owned and managed land with interpretive signs. Guides 
explained some history of the Gunditjmara aboriginal people and led the group past 
remnants of eel traps and re-creations of aboriginal stone houses. This part of the tour 
finished with tastings of smoked eel and kangaroo meat balls with bush chutney. The 
eroup then proceeded to an area closer to Lake Condah which is only accessible under 
leadership and where fish traps could again be seen. A tree was shown which was used to 
smoke eels. As the day was getting hot the tour finished after lunch in a sheltered area and 
returned to Port Fairy. 


The SEANA meeting was held on Saturday with Dick Southcombe and Rob Moors being 
re-elected to the committee and Phillip Rayment from the Latrobe Valley being elected to 
replace Norma Garlick. It was later announced that the executive is unchanged with John 
Gregurke continuing as secretary and Helen Langley as president. 


The evening talk was by Joan McKnight on the Kanawinka Geopark. This UNESCO 
program recognised, in June 2008, the geology that forms the landscape of South Western 
Victoria and South Eastern South Australia as the 57 global geopark and Australia’s first. 
It covers an area of 26,000 square kilometres and includes land from nine local council 
areas. 


On Sunday one of the trips was to The Crags, Yambuk Lake and Deen Maar. On the way 
into Yambuk Lake magpie geese were observed and a walk to the river mouth was 
rewarded by sightings of red-capped dotterels, red-necked stints and double banded 
plovers. We had a good look at a pair of hooded plovers. There were also sightings of 
kelp gulls. A giant slide provided interest and entertainment. The Deen Maar area is an 
area of aboriginal land only accessible with permission. Here again there were magpie 
geese on a lagoon. After lunch we drove a short distance to stand next to wind generator 
towers. Half the group then went from here to the mouth of the Fitzroy River where we 
saw a group of 19 masked lapwings and two musk ducks. During the day about 200 
magpie geese were easily observed in several locations, all quite close ‘as the goose flies’. 
If you have been wondering where the Lake Wendouree swans have gone it’s quite 
possible they were amongst the thousands we sighted. 


The Sunday evening talk titled ‘A short road trip through the natural history of South West 
Victoria’ was by Jodie Honan, author of The Natural History of Port Fairy. She indicated 
she had made the trip between Port Fairy and Warrnambool at least 10,000 times and 
discussed the changing landscape as it would be viewed making this trip. Before whaling 
stared in 1834 it might have been possible to see 30 whales from the beach with records 
showing that 800 whales were taken in the time up to 1851. Changes in the landscape due 
to clearing and draining were covered. Originally one third of the land would have been 
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covered by water but major draining works including one in 1870 at a cost of £45,000 
permanently altered this. At Rosebrook an interesting bluestone arch bridge and deep 
channel through rock can be seen from the road. If you are looking for this, it is beneath 
an old section of road complete with white lines and dumped gravel, alongside a new 
bridge. 

The camp finished on Monday with trips to the Hopkins River mouth or Pickering Point 
followed by lunch at Lake Pertobe. An interesting observation by those who stayed and 
went to Griffiths Island on Monday evening was a wallaby holding and eating a Norfolk 
Island pine frond. Six of us were astonished that a wallaby would eat it at all, but also by 
how fast it disappeared. The same group was pleased to see a pod of dolphins near the 
lighthouse while waiting for darkness to bring the spectacle of thousands of short-tailed 
shearwater parents silently returning to their chick’s burrows. 


Again, an enjoyable, interesting, well organised and full weekend. Congratulations to the 
Warrnambool club and other organisers. 


Peter Dalman 


EXCURSION 6-04-09 YARROWEE TRAIL SOUTH 
LEADER — JOHN MORRISH 


Eleven members trekked along Yarrowee Trail South — Yarrowee River Flora and Fauna 
Reserve — from Hill Street to Bala Street. What a major undertaking the development of 
Yarrowee Creek was as a drain with neatly interlocking bluestone blocks for flood and 
storm water mitigation. This was an age when brawn reigned — just ask Captain Matthew 
Webb or Edward Whymper — or was there a certain degree of nerve as well? I am sure 
there was. 


The works had been halted a little way into the Trail and for much of its length now 
Yarrowee Creek was a series of pools after recent rainfall. The ground cover consisted of 
forest trees and some parkland as the valley of Yarrowee Creek broadened considerably. 
Manna Gum, Swamp Gum, Red Ironbark, Silver and Black Wattle grew alongside 
introduced species such as willow, gorse, fennel, hawthorn, oak, ivy, periwinkle, poplars, 
possibly an ash species and blackberries which covered the steep bank to the west. Some 
had been sprayed in a control programme. 


Along the Trail there were three sets of wooden steps connecting the Trail to Campbell St. 
and Yarrowee Parade up the high bank — one set of 85 steps, one set of 60 steps and one of 
62 steps. There were some tree plantings — seedlings along this part of the valley with a lot 
more further downstream. There were more well-established plantings near the end of our 
walk, some with black polypropylene weed mats still in place. 


Light rain fell at times but we were generally blessed with a sunny day. 


On the verge were also specimens of Silver Banksia, Casuarina, Sweet Bursaria, Kangaroo 
Apple, and also the introduced elderberry and Pinus radiata. Once upon a time there was a 
whole line of these trees but now some have been cut down. 


After the Leith St bridge no stately trees but more of a swamp with bulrushes as we 
approached Woolshed Gully and crossed the bridge over Redan Creek. Woolshed Gully 
was named by the Yuille brothers, the first settlers. 


Our erudite mycologist Les Hanrahan identified for us the toadstool-like Shaggy Inkcaps 
Coprinus comatus, seen emerging in the grass beside the track. The valley broadened still 
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further and on the east now suburbia gave way to established pine plantations. Woolly Tea 
-tree and Prickly Moses near a bird hide were identified. Birds seen were Ravens, 
Magpies, Thornbills, a pair of Black Ducks and twenty-plus plovers (Masked Lapwings - 
ed). Greg Binns felt foxes would be present in this valley — more prevalent in city areas 
than one thinks. 


After 2.7 km and at 12.25pm_ we arrived at the Yuille Homestead site monument and 
Picnic Reserve Park, climbing 34 steps to this end where we had lunch, thanked John and 
Greg for reconnoitring and early in the afternoon we all went our own way. 


Tony Johns. 


Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat Inc 
A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
Minutes of General Meeting, 3 April 2009 


Opening and Apologies The President, Peter Dalman welcomed 32 members & visitors. 
Minutes of previous meeting Tabled and Summarised in Ballarat Naturalist. 


Confirmed on the motion of Peter Billing, Seconded Nina Netherway. 


Correspondence 
IN: 


OU 


Inw 


Field Naturalists Club of Victoria: Field Nats News, April 2009. 

Castlemaine FNC: Castlemaine Naturalist, April 2009. 

Trust for Nature: Conservation Bulletin, March 2009. 

Environment Victoria: Green Action News, Autumn 2009. 

VNPA: Appeal. /Bush Heritage Australia: Appeal. 

City of Ballarat: Victorian Sustainability Accord Central Highlands Region Project. 
Christies Ice: Syllabus card sponsorship $50. /Bendigo Bank: Statement 

City of Ballarat: Victorian Sustainability Accord Central Highlands Region Project 
Support Funding. 

Biosis Research: Flax Mill Swamp. /Lyndsay Fink: Letter of resignation. 

T: 

Ken and Del McDonnell: Thanks for service to club. 

Christies Ice: Syllabus card sponsorship. 

City of Ballarat: Victorian Sustainability Accord assistance. 

Biosis Research: Flax Mill Swamp 

ards correspondence received and outwards correspondence approved. 


Business arising from correspondence: 

Peter Dalman thanked Lyndsay Fink for his contribution to Field Naturalists Clubs over a 
period of nearly 60 years and particularly for his service to Field Naturalists Club of Balla- 
rat where he held positions of Secretary, Newsletter editor and committee member. 
Reports 


Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance $5335.83; Income: $297.00; Expenses: $236.20; 
Closing Balance: $5396.63. 

ANH Medallion: Several club members attended the presentation of the ANH Medal- 
lion to Ern Perkins by John Landy. The President had welcomed Ern and Lesley at the 
beginning of the meeting and congratulated Ern on the award of the medal for his mon- 
itoring work in the Castlemaine area which has shown changes in the environment over 
the past 40 years. 

SEANA Camp: Twelve members of FNCB attended the camp at Port Fairy. Excursions 
to inland and coastal venues were enjoyed by participants. Highlights included large 
numbers of Magpie Geese and Hooded Plovers seen on some excursions. Evening 
speakers were Joan McKnight on Kanawinka Geopark and Jodie Honan on the changes 
which have occurred to the environment between Port Fairy and Warrnambool since 


European settlement. 

e Community Forest Day: lan Magee telephoned to thank FNCB members for their at- 
tendance. The orqanisers have received support from some local residents and held 
positive talks with Shire of Pyrenees and DSE. May proceed with development of bi- 
olinks from Mt Cole to surrounding native vegetation and formation of Friends of Bu- 
angor State Park. 

General Business 

e That the club open a bank account titled Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat Inc SEANA 
Inc Camp at Bendigo Bank for receipts and payment of the March 2010 camp. Signato- 
ries for the account will be Les Hanrahan, Peter Dalman and Carol Hall, with any 2 to 
sign. Moved: Elizabeth Thurgood; seconded Bill Murphy; Carried. 

e SEANA Camp 2010: Committee is investigating Pax Hill and Sovereign Hill as the 
main venue. 

e Cave Hill Creek nature trail: 8 members indicated intention to attend mid-month excur- 
sion. Discussion will be held with Tim Chandler to determine the exact nature of the 
project to prepare nature trail notes and then remuneration will be negotiated. 

e Old Newsletters from Kevin Andrews will be collected and used to complete the set 
held by the Club and then made available to Club members. 

e Elizabeth Thurgood volunteered to write up the excursion report. 

Show and Tell 

John Gregurke displayed the lower jaws of a Swamp Antechinus which had been found 

alongside the Great Ocean Road during the 2007 Apollo Bay Camp. 

Field Reports 

e Greg Binns: Pied Currawong in Newington. 

e John Mildren: 13 White-faced Heron and 5 Red-kneed Dotterel at Windmill Drive. 

e Helen Burgess: Grey Currawong calling before the rain at Black Hill. 

e Val Hocking: 3 Brolgas seen north of Tyrendarra. Musk Lorikeets have been feeding in 

cream flowered eucalypt for past month at Ballarat East. 

Peter Dalman: 200 Magpie Geese west of Port Fairy. 

Elizabeth Thurgood: Pair of Emu tracks on beach at Yambuk. 

Zelda Martin: 2 sparrows and New Holland shared birdbath at Invermay Park. 

Carol Hall: Beach-washed Grey-headed Albatross at Port Fairy confirmed by BOCA. 

$0 Hooded Plover and some Ruddy Turnstone on isolated beach west of Port Fairy. 

Excursion Arrangements 

Sunday 2 April, meet at Ballarat Horticulture Centre to leave at 9.30am for Yarrowee 

Trail. Leader: John Morrish. 

Mid month excursion, Monday 20 April, meet at Ballarat Horticulture Centre to leave at 

9.30am for trip to Cave Hill Creek camp to research the area prior to preparation of nature 

trail notes. 

Syllabus Item 

Dennis Crawford “Backyard Insects” 

Dennis explained that a childhood interest in insects lead to a career as an entomologist 

with the Department of Agriculture. His interest in photography prompted a return to study 

and a second career as a photographer. He showed excellent images of insects found 
around his home near the Grampians. Peter Dalman thanked him for his talk. Supper 


CALENDAR 2009 


May 


Friday | Mineralogy of Gold, Stattord McKnight, Lecturer, University of 
Ballarat 


Sunday 3 Excursion: Clarkesdale - Leader John Gregurke 


Thursday 21 Mid-Week Excursion Cave Hill Creek. Meet at Horticultural 
Centre at 9.00am. 


Friday 22 Victorian Volcanic Plain Biosphere, Rob Gell (see Page 3) 
Tuesday 26 Committee Meeting - 7.30pm at 7 Kestrel Crt. Invermay Park 
June 

Friday 5 Members’ Night - Three special presentations. 

Sunday 7 Excursion BEN Reserves - Leader John Gregurke 

Mon 22 - Fri 26 FNCB Camp at Star of the Sea Convent, Apollo Bay 


July 
Fri 3 Launch of our Wattle Book. 

Nature Photography, Tony Wilson, BEN Chairman 

Committee 

PHESIGENY-, assy cxsesia cenvseess evens Mr Peter Dalman 

Vice-President ................. Mr Greg Binns 

NECTCLALY ......:eececcrsssceceeenes Mr John Gregurke 

TREASUMEM ssscazicitgnanssigsmanist Mr Les Hanrahan 
Miss Helen Burgess.................. Mrs Claire Dalman.................... 
Mrs Carol Hall oo... Mrs Val Hocking.................cecee 
Mr John Motrish ..................006. Dr Frances Hanrahan................. 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:-John Gregurke, Editor: Nina Netherway 
Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 254 
F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts 
(VicRoads 254 F8) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 


